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UPTAKE IN PRACTICE – SPANISH CIVIL GUARD

About the Spanish Civil Guard 

The Spanish Civil Guard is a law enforcement agency overseen by the Spanish Ministry of 

the Interior and the Ministry of Defence, with approximately 80,000 employees. 

The responsibilities of the Civil Guard include the provision of maritime security services, 

such as border control, coastal and environmental protection, anti-smuggling operations, 

and maritime search and rescue missions, ensuring the safety of national waters and 

compliance with maritime laws and regulations. 

Data sources – The Civil Guard uses EO data including through the European Maritime Safety 

Agency (EMSA) and Frontex, which provide EO-based information in response to specific 

requests formulated by the Civil Guard. EMSA, in particular, acts as the entrusted entity for 

the Copernicus Maritime Surveillance (CMS) service. Once data has been retrieved and 

processed by EMSA, it is delivered to the Civil Guard through secure web portals, mobile 

applications, or encrypted system-to-system connections. 

Benefits of Copernicus data and solutions User Maturity Level 4 – Early Adopter1 

Several examples of how EO solutions specifically based on Copernicus data are supporting the 

operations of the Civil Guard are provided below, complemented by needs for improvement:2 

More than 1 day saved and significant effectiveness gained per average investigation 

compared to traditional methods across three operational units of the Civil Guard: Irregular 

Immigration Investigation, Environmental Protection and Risk Analysis.3 

Significant cost reduction due to more limited deployment of equipment and long-

distance travel, primarily benchmarked against the cost of offshore patrol vessel operations. 

Early detection of oil and chemical spills, including the source. Monitoring of the direction 

of the spill, assessment of response operations and gathering of legal evidence. 

In particular, the Civil Guard reports a successful example of satellite imagery use for the 

identification of suspect vessels in the case of a chemical spill off the Mediterranean coast of 

Spain in 2024, also resulting in the closure of affected beaches. 

Enhanced compliance with EU and national laws against Illegal, Unreported, and 

Unregulated (IUU) fishing through constant & large-scale monitoring, and vessel detection. 

Overall, increased surveillance capacity, concrete evidence and enhanced transparency also in 

support of international cooperation against illegal fishing and for environmental protection. 

Outstanding needs for future improvements 

• Cross-sector coordination of EO product provision across law enforcement, civil protection,

and defence to improve efficient use thereof 

• Enhanced frequency of revisit, resolution of images and waiting time from request4

1 High confidence in Copernicus-based solutions & actively integrating them into internal processes, as assessed by the Civil Guard. 
2 The assessment is based on consultations with the Civil Guard and subsequent validation of the information hereby provided. 
3 The three Civil Guard units consulted assessed effectiveness scoring it 4 or 5 on a scale of 1 (minimum) to 5 (maximum). 
4 The latter refers to delivery of EO-based insights by agencies such as EMSA and Frontex to the request of the Civil Guard. 


